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A Rabbit-Tale  
By 

Pastor Mark Haas 

  �     
 A RABBIT TALE FOR DECEMBER 2006 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
Happy New Year! Uh oh! Sound a little out of place for a December greeting? Well, not 
according to the Church year calendar, which places the beginning of each year not at 
January 1, but at November 30, St. Andrew, the Apostle Day, also known as the first 
day of Advent! So, as we get ready, in anticipation, as we prepare for another celebra-
tion of the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas), Happy New Year as the season of Advent 
unfolds in its “hope-filled” color of blue! 
 
Okay, what are your first recollections of celebrating Christmas? You may need to think 
back a long-time, but just what are those first memories of the Holiday that requires 
months of retailer strategies for which to prepare?  
 
I’m not sure I can tell which particular Christmas it was, however, by old 8mm film 
rolls that my father used to record the event, I know it was 1959 or before, because the 
film records our home in West Covina from which we moved to Whittier in the summer 
of 1960. Dad had this light bar that was attached to his Kodak movie camera to film in-
door pictures. It blinded everyone who came through the front door that year. The best 
poses from some of the family was a hand, held in front of their face, to fend off the 
brightness of Dad’s light bar. You could even read some lips telling Dad to knock it off, 
now! 
 
The living room walls were painted a dark forest green with lighter green moldings. I 
guess it was all the rage at that time (Dee’s folks had painted their home similarly)! Dad 
had decorated the “perfect” Christmas tree that he had painstakingly picked out at the 
tree lot. He would spend days attaching lights and ornaments and single strands on tin-
sel on each available space between the needles of the silver pine he had chosen. Doug-
las fir was not good enough! And in some years, carefully hand-sprayed white flocking 
would be applied to give us that snow-effect in sunny Southern California!   
 
Well, the Christmas I’m recalling was probably 1958 because my youngest brother, 
Keith, was still in diapers, having been born in August 1958. I was nine, being a true 
“49er!” The hit of the evening was not any gift I can remember (there weren’t many in 
those days) but I can still recall asking for a piece of grandma Haas’ mincemeat pie! 
She could really cook…a skill which she fortunately passed along to my dad, because 
my mom could not cook…then or now! Grandpa at one time had been a chef on the Un-
ion Pacific railroad so cooking may have been in the family genes! 
 
Christmas Eve was always the gathering of Dad’s family (we’d see Mom’s family on 
Christmas Day). The rule was, though, that we wouldn’t get together until after Christ-
mas Eve church services! So, my aunt and uncle and grandparents would go to Imman-
uel in West Covina and we’d head off to St. John’s in Covina, where my middle 
brother, Craig and I attended Lutheran elementary school. Then we’d head to the  1 

� 

WISH LIST 
 

 
KITCHEN: 

·     Dishes 
·     Pots and pans 
·     Casserole dishes 
·     Silverware 
·     Mixing bowls 
·     Storage containers 
·     Utensils 
·     Glasses 
·     Coffee cups 
·     Knives 
·     Kitchen towels 
·     Drying rack 
·     Pitcher 
·     Serving spoons/ladles 
·     Cheese grater 
·     Pot holder 
·     Garbage can 

APPLIANCES: 
·     Toasters/toaster ovens 
·     Microwaves 
·     Mixers 
·     Can openers 
·     Coffee maker 

 
 
If you have questions about whether a donation is appropriate or you want to 
donate and need to let us know, please call:  (530) 295-4961 
Michelle R. Witt, MFT 
Regional Director 
Open Line Foster Family Agency 

�TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM PLUS 
OPEN LINE FOSTER FAMILY AGENCY �

20 

FURNISHINGS: 
·     Couches 
·     Coffee tables 
·     Lamps 
·     Televisions 
·     TV stands 
·     Living room chairs 
·     Beds 
·     Night stands 
·     Dressers 
·     Dining room tables and 

chairs 
MISCELLANEOUS: 

·     Bath towels (new) 
·     Sheets (new) 
·     Blankets 
·     Hand towels (new) 



 
  
host’s home, and in probably 1958, that our home.  
 
What a memory! Not the particular presents I received, but Christmas Eve worship, the 
family gathering afterward in a well-decorated home, and mincemeat pie! What do you 
recall? What sensory memories are triggered for you when you smell pine-scented can-
dles, or particular food items baking; or you see that golden colored candle holder, that 
when the candles are lit the heat of the candles moves angels in a circular motion; or 
you hear a train whistle that helps you recall that American Flyer or Lionel train that 
circled or formed a figure-eight around the Christmas tree? Where were you and what 
were were your initial reactions, the first time you watched “A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas” on television? And were you pleased that even on secular TV you could hear the 
words of Luke 2 in a children’s animated feature? 
 
 “And it came to pass in those days….” I’m hoping that some of your Christmas memo-
ries are relived every year with your family or friends or with those with whom you 
spend the Holy Day! Those memories keep us Christians vital every year and every day! 
We live by grace through faith in the One who became flesh for us that one day that we 
observe as Christmas Day each year! Jesus, the Christ, came and lived among us to cre-
ate memories of His Father’s great love for us for all time. He was willing to give Him-
self into life and death, and life again in the Resurrection, so that we can live these pre-
cious moments remembering His presence with us “every” moment of our lives! 
 
Happy New Year, and have a very blessed Christmas this year! I know that Dee, 
Melanie, Gregory, Matthew and I are looking forward to new Christmas memories that 
we will have and cherish with you! 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Mark Haas 
 
 
 

2 
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If your anniversary or birthday is missing or incorrect please call the church 
office and let us know so we can update our files.   
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* Congratulations to Max & Dolores for FIFTY years of marriage and to Jerry & 
Bonnie Burk for FIFTY TWO years!!  



�  We would like to host a community blood drive here in the spring.  
This will be open to the community and will be advertised, but we 
need a strong level of commitment from our members in order to 
schedule a successful drive. To be successful, we need a com-
mitment of at least 40 donors . 
 
What to consider …. 
 

1.   Donating blood is very safe.  The only blood you are ex-
posed to is your own. 

2.   Most medical conditions or medications are not a problem 
for blood donations. 

3.   Anyone over 16 and weighing 110 lbs. may donate blood. 
(16 with parental consent.)  

4.   Invite and sign up a friend, neighbor, or family member to 
join you in donating. 

 

WE ALL CAN HELP!  If you are not eligible to donate blood, you 
can help by providing snacks for the donors, by helping to register 
donors, or by completing other assigned tasks. 
 
CHECK THE BROCHURE ON THE KIOSK FOR FURTHER IN-
FORMATION and SIGN UP EARLY TO DONATE !  
Remember, we need a commitment of at least 40 donor s to be 
successful!  

 
“Giving blood is something you can do—you 
don’t need to be wealthy to give a priceless 
gift to the community.” 

�
�

��
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SAVE A LIFE—BE A BLOOD DONOR! 

�‰� �G�j�ˆ�™�–�“�G�z�Š�•�œ�“�›�¡ 
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FIT and FUN  
By Carol Schultz��

�GRemember, we offer an exercise class in 
the Fireside Room every Monday and 
Wednesday from 9:15 to 10:15.  The 
class is taught by Debbie Priest, a 
certified NIA instructor, and costs 
just $2 per class. 
 
What is NIA?  NIA is a unique form of exercise, focusing 
on the joy of expressive movement.  It is done barefoot to 
music and delivers whole body conditioning.  It is safe and 
pleasurable for all ages and levels of fitness and can be 
done standing or, if necessary, sitting in a chair.  It is not 
difficult! 
 
Although you may feel that your holiday schedule is too 
busy to add in something new, consider starting the New 
Year with a commitment to better health by joining your 
friends at this fun class in January. “NIA is like choco-
late—you have to taste it!” 
 
Questions?  Call Carol Schultz at 621-1301. 
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American Cancer Society                916 446-7933       Transportation for cancer patients    
                                                                                       needing treatment in E.D. County. 
American Red Cross                        530 626-5491       Call for needs 
American River Folk Society          530 621-1224       Environmental conservation center 
                                                                                       needs docents, stewards, camp        
                                                                                       counselors, hike leaders. 
Assoc for Retarded Citizens 
Of El Dorado County                       530 677-5377       Help with recreational and respite   
                                                                                       programs. 
Big Brothers/Sisters Mentor  
Program of Mother Lode                 530 626-1222       Adult mentors needed for one-to-    
                                                                                       one match with youth in the tradi-   
                                                                                       tional mentor program or school      
                                                                                       mentor program. 
Community Health Library             530 295-1056       Office/clerical, restocking shelves,  
                                                                                       computer data entry, patron  
                                                                                       assistance.  
El Dorado County Health  
Promotions Division Alcohol 
 & Drug Prevention                         530 621-6130       Clerical support, phones, mailings. 
 
E.D.C. Senior Day Care Center       530 621-6192       Arts & crafts activities, physical/     
                                                                                       speech therapy, nutrition/snack co   
                                                                                       ordinator and more. 
 
Family Connections                         530 626-5164       Advocacy, childcare, office assis     
                                                                                       tance and fund raising. 
 
Food Bank of E.D.C.                       530 621-9950       Christmas Food Basket Project 
                                                                                       Senior Brown Bag program,            
                                                                                       monthly USDA commodity distri-   
                                                                                       bution and more.  
 
Mother Theresa Maternity Home 
El Dorado                                        530 295-8006       Drivers to help with shopping and   
                                                                                       appointments. 
 
Pregnancy Counseling Svs               530 626-6720       Christian ministry needs help coun  
                                                                                       seling, sorting clothes, baby basket  
                                                                                       assembly and phone hotline. 
 
There are many more, if you are interested please contact the church office. 
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 And remember to read the church bulletin and newsle tter for  
more details on all youth events  

�������������	
���
����
�����
�����������������������������  

 CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE AND FLOAT DECORATING  
      Saturday, Dec. 2      9am-3pm  

 
 What a great way to start the Christmas season and serve your 
church!  Add your special touch to the decorating! 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKING AND DECORATING PARTY  
Tuesday, Dec. 19        Noon-4 pm  

 
Come to the Dinkelbach’s for lunch and cookie time! 

Prepare cookie baskets to be delivered at caroling on Thursday. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
Thursday, Dec. 21       Time 4-8 pm  

 
“Oh, come all ye faithful”….and bring your friends!! 

Continue this great tradition of sharing the joy of Christ’s birth! 
Wear your warm hats, scarves and gloves! A prize for the most festive! 

 
We’ll gather at church and then head out to carol to some special people 

and deliver our Christmas cookie baskets. Then back to church for warm soup 

X-Treme BOWLING IN FOLSOM  
Saturday, Dec. 30  

 
Don’t worry how long it’s been since you’ve bowled….or, if EVER! 

It’s a great way to kick back over your school holiday and “strike” 
up some fun with your friends! Please RSVP to Deanna Santana 
(295-1718) by Dec. 15th. Do it NOW! 
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Submitted by Finance Chairman 
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                                     (I don’t get it!!) 

What is Love? 
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The following is a journal excerpt: 
 
A Christmas Eve Program was presented by the children of the Sunday School. Sev-
enty-five people were present. Stockings of apples, oranges, candy and nuts were 
presented by the Lutheran Women’s Club. Pictures were given to each child by his 
teacher. During the month of December (5 Sundays) 205 attended divine services. 

Statement of Intent (dated 6/24/60) 
Free Access across the road owned by the California and Nevada District of the Lu-
theran Church, Missouri Synod: which forms the extention of Pinecrest Street to 
School Alley, for purposes of mail delivery and service by that agency of the U.S. 
government, and that agency only is herby granted. This agreement shall stand unless 

unforseen circumstances: construction, etc., shall cause it to become void. 
14 
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 A special “Thank You” to everyone who assisted, brought food, and 
attended our Thanksgiving Feast.  It was a success and a day to be 
grateful for all the important people in our lives.   
 
This winter month of December is filled with exciting things for the 
children to learn about and enjoy.  The festivities of the holidays 
bring joy and warmth that envelope both your child’s home and 
school lives.  We will be focusing on the birth of Jesus, and what his 
birth means to us. 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Esther Dawson and her 
daughter Maddy.  Esther will be teaching the 2 year old class on 
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday mornings.   
 
PICNIC DAY        will be canceled this month due to the holiday 

sing-a-long and family luncheon on Dec. 20th 
at 11:00 

 
COLOR DAY       December 15th Please have your child wear   
                                something green. 
 

    CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG  December 20th at 11:00 – Family 
                                    Luncheon to follow.  

                                                 
 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:  Closed 12/25/06 and 12/26/06 
                                             Closed 1/1/07 and 1/2/07 
 

December Table Prayer 
Bless this food, 

Dear Lord, we pray. 
Thank you God for the food today. 

Amen. 

Nearly 100 people enjoyed the festive Oktober Fest/Mission Festival at Crystal Springs Gardens at 
the end of October. What a beautiful day at a beautiful place. Yummy German dishes and brats 
were shared in the outdoors with gorgeous fall colors and a fabulous view. Then it was on to some 
singing “auf Deutsch” and some fun Chicken Dancing led by our own Dee Haas! Lionel and 
Clydene Rogers followed by leading us in some “serious” German folk dancing. They looked great 
in their authentic German folk apparel. We ended the evening with two mission presentations. Lynn 
and Del Haven presented slides of their trip to Kenya and told of the lives that were touched by the 
Spirit there. Pastor Mark and Dee also showed slides of their mission trip to China. What a blessing 
to have workers in these vineyards. Our focus was to raise money for the Foothill Mission Society. 
God richly blessed the hearts of people and $9000 was raised. We praise Him for His goodness! 
 
The card and game group will indeed meet in December on the second Saturday, Dec. 9, at noon. 
Remember, it’s a potluck and everyone’s welcome. Maybe they’re testing new games for the 
elves?? 
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Bill and Marcia Swift’s: 4480 Monte Vista Drive Camino   647-1880 

Please sign up on the poster to bring an appetizer or dessert 
 
We will have a Fellowship Sunday on Sunday, Dec. 31. There will be one service that day at 9: 30 
with a fellowship hour to follow. Please bring your “surplus” Christmas goodies on a tray to share 
and we’ll gobble them up before we start those New Year’s resolutions the next day!!  
Looking forward to the New Year, we again ask you to save Sat., Feb. 10th. We’re planning a fun 
Valentine’s Party for everyone!  This is not for couples only, we want everyone to come and enjoy 
a special evening. Invite your family, friends and neighbors, too! It will be at Fireman’s Hall in 
Diamond Springs from 6-10 PM. In January we will be selling tickets ($15) for this event. Watch 
for details. 
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Bells of Praise 
 Handbell Choir   

  

  The Bells of Praise will once again be sharing our 
Christmas music and the joy of the birth of Jesus 
Christ.  We will play at the Senior Day Care Thurs-
day, December 7th; at Christmas in Coloma (at the 
schoolhouse at 1, 2, and 3 PM), Sunday, December 
10th; and for Christmas Eve at the 11 PM service. 
We hope to schedule one or two care facilities as 
well.   
The choir is also trying a new kind of ringing this 
year, as we will be ringing the Salvation Army bell 
in front of WalMart  Saturday, December 23rd, from 
10 AM until 4 PM.  Come by  to say hello and help 
fill our bucket!   

 

�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G �G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G �G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�G�G�G
�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G 

                                         
�A simple way to measure our country 
 

Thought for the day... 
 

   In case we find ourselves starting to believe all the anti-American 
sentiment and negativity, we should remember England's Prime Minister 
Tony Blair's words during a recent interview. When asked by one of his 
Parliament members why he believes so much in America, he  said: 
 
    "A simple way to take measure of a country is to look at how many 
want in ... And how many want out." 
 

Only two defining forces have ever offered to die for you: 
 

   1.  Jesus Christ 
   2.  The American G. I. 
 
Enough said......�
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9:30 am Advent 4 with Holy Communion-Theme: The Consequences of  
                          Peace.   
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight-Theme: How Silently the Gift is Given. 
              
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight-Theme: How Silently the Gift is Given.   
 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight with Holy Communion-Theme: Glory 
                          to the Newborn King. 
 
NO services Christmas Day.  


