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A Rabbit-Tale  
By 

Pastor Mark Haas 

  
A few nights ago, Dee and I were not real pleased with the direction of 
the King’s game (they were getting ready to lose their seventh-in-a-row) 
so we were channel surfing on the television and wound up watching a 
six year old repeat of “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” with Regis Phil-
bin on GSN (The Game Show Network). The contestant was attempting 
to answer a question which would allow him to go from $250K to $500K. 
The question that popped up regarded the calendar when it was 
changed from the Julian (going back to 46 B.C. with Julius Caesar) to 
the Gregorian in 1582. The specifics asked when New Year’s Day was 
celebrated, implying that January 1 was incorrect. The four choices were 
given. The contestant asked to use his 50/50 lifeline to get rid of two 
wrong answers. He decided to take his money and stop rather than risk 
his $250K. When the right answer was highlighted, he had actually cho-
sen it correctly! It turns out that March 25 was New Year’s Day on the 
Julian calendar…in England when the calendar change was adopted in 
1752 by the British Empire. This also affected the American colonies. 
How? Well, when do we celebrate Washington’s Birthday? February 22! 
But that’s on the current Gregorian calendar. On the Julian calendar, he 
was born on February 11! When the calendars were changed to account 
for the leap years, and other miscalculations, that were even know when 
Caesar adopted the calendar in 46 B.C. (it took effect in 45 B.C. with the 
previous year, 45 B.C. extending 455 days to prepare for the next year’s 
adoption), the new calendar was revised 11 days to correct the slower 
Julian calendar. (As it turned out, I knew the right answer for the game 
show…most likely I wouldn’t have gotten that far to answer it had I been 
on the show, but sometimes trivia can be useful! Theologians “one-up” 
each other with it!) 
 

When I was a teacher, I looked forward to February because there were 
two three-day weekends to honor the Presidents: Lincoln and Washing-
ton. In those days, I wanted to be out of the classroom as much as the 
kids did! As a pastor, though, I dread February because there are those 
two three-day weekends to honor those Presidents! Why? It gives wor-
shippers another “excuse” to be away from their home church on Sun-
day! The weekly fluctuations of statistical data on who was there or not, 
and why, drives pastors of mid-sized congregations like ours crazy! And 
when some of the members become “snowbirds” during our winters, 
ach! It’s like there is a vacation reason or opportunity every Sunday and 
not just in the summertime! What does this mean? I probably need to 
take off more often and use all of my four vacation Sundays…any time 
of the year! It’s why you’ll note elsewhere in our “First News” that we  
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 have three different groups coming this spring to make special presenta-
tions on Sundays while I’m still here…I can get a “rest” while not 
“officially” resting! Any little bit helps to replenish the batteries and re-
charge for the next season of the church year! You know what I mean! 
 
Well, whether we see each other or not on Sundays, whether or not it’s 
February, we still live, move, and have our being in Jesus! Thank Him for 
that blessing and assurance! If you’re traveling, go with God in the safety 
of His divine protection. If you’re here, I look forward to seeing you often 
and sharing our Lord’s Word with you in Word and Sacrament. If it ap-
pears I’m “out-to-lunch” that day, or I appear to be dreaming of a vaca-
tion spot…let me know! I can use the feedback! May the peace of Christ 
dwell in your richly! 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Mark  
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If your anniversary or birthday is missing or incorrect please call the church 
office and let us know so we can update our files.   
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Watch out!  Cold and flu season is here!  And if you did not get your flu shot, it’s not 
too late, as flu season runs thru March of most years.  Sometimes folks wonder if what 
they have is a cold or the flu.  The most heralding symptom of the flu is a high fever, 
accompanied by headache, marked body aches and pains, fatigue and weakness. 
The most distinguishing symptoms of the common cold are a stuffy nose, sneezing, sore 
throat, and a mild to moderate hacking cough.  
 
No acute illness occurs more often in the U.S. than the common cold.  Adults typically 
have 2-4 colds/year, kids as many as 5-7.  Colds are caused most commonly by rhinovi-
rus in spring or fall or by coronavirus during winter.  The virus peaks in 48 hours, but a 
person with a cold can pass on the virus for as long as 3 weeks.  The virus is spread of-
ten unknowingly in hand-to-hand contact but can also be airborn. 
 
Prevention is key in keeping viruses at bay.  Wise practices include:  

1.    Frequent hand washing—the best defense. 
2.    Avoid putting your hands near your eyes, nose, or mouth. 
3.    Cover your own cough with your bent elbow, if possible. 
4.    Sneeze into a tissue, dispose it, then WASH your hands. 
5.    Clean your ‘shared spaces’ more frequently during colds season, espe-

cially phones, computer keyboards, door and faucet handles, and steering 
wheels. 

6.    Get a flu shot—it can shorten the duration of other viral illnesses as well. 
7.    Get lots of sleep to boost your immune system. 
8.    Drink more water. 
9.    Eat a healthy diet, especially vegetables and fruits. 
10.  Continue a moderate exercise program. 
11.  Avoid being nearby an infected person and STAY HOME if you do get a 

cold.  You’ll get more rest and avoid infecting others. 
12.  Some studies have shown that Cold-Eeze zinc lozenges (zinc gluconate 

glycine) can lessen the duration and severity of a cold.  They must be 
started within 24 hours of your first symptoms, however, to be effective. 

 
The elderly, newborns, or those with weakened immune systems are most vulnerable.  
So do your best to protect yourself and your loved ones from unnecessary infections.  
As the old adage goes, “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”! 
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Stewardship...Have you turned in your “Time and Talents” forms yet? Forgotten 
where it is? How about your offering envelopes for 2007? And then your pledge card 
for 2007? On Sunday, February 4, 2007, we will dedicate your pledge cards. Please 
return them a.s.a.p. If you lost your “Time and Talents” forms or misplaced your 
pledge card, extras are in the Narthex along with your offering envelopes…February 
Sermon Series…look forward to hearing about “worship” as the central theme to the 
four Sundays in February, gleaning verses from the weekly lectionary texts to high-
light our weekly intentions when we come into the presence of the Lord, whether it’s 
contemporary, blended or traditional in style…Nominations for the Presidium of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod…each of our 6100 congregations of the 
LCMS has the opportunity every three years to nominate pastors from the roster of 
Synod to stand as candidates for the offices of President, First Vice-President (both 
full-time), and Second-Fifth Vice-Presidents (each part-time). We have our ballot. 
The Church Council will complete the ballot on February 15, 2007 at our monthly 
meeting based on nominations and recommendations. If you have a personal prefer-
ence, please contact Pastor Mark prior to the meeting…Ash Wednesday and Lent 
2007…We begin our annual trek to the Cross of Calvary on Wednesday, February 21, 
2007 with services at 11:30 AM and 7 PM. A Lenten supper will precede the evening 
service at 6 PM. On Ash Wednesday we will an “imposition of Ashes” and celebrate 
Holy Communion. Weekly Wednesday evening Lenten suppers and Mid-Week wor-
ship services will continue through the end of March at 6 PM and 7 PM respectively, 
followed by Holy Week and Easter, April 1-8. Please join us…Chosen People Min-
istries…missionary to the Jews, Ron Michelson, will be with us the weekend of 
March 11, 2007, presenting “The Messiah in the Passover” at both services. This 
should be a wonderful reminder of our Lord’s presence in the Lord’s Supper as well! 
More details will follow, however, to alert you…Ron will need a guest home to stay 
in the evening of March 10, as well as previously secured supplied for the demonstra-
tions he will utilize in his presentation. If you can offer your home and help with the 
supplies, please contact Pastor Mark during February…Blood Mobile…the roving 
Blood Source blood mobile can be here at First Lutheran Church for donations, hope-
fully the end of April or early May, the date to be determined once we have 40 volun-
teers. Neighbors and friends as well as members can sign up on the poster found on 
the kiosk in the Narthex. Please sign up today…Coming in April and May …Food 
for the Poor on April 29: a special guest pastor to speak on missions to Caribbean and 
Latin America…and on May 6 a traveling drama group, The Covenant Players, will 
be with us. Additional details on both groups will be forthcoming…Fifth Sunday 
Worship...the Board for Worship and Music has evaluated our frequent uses of “One 
service only at 9:30 AM” in 2006 and determined that in 2007 we will not intention-
ally continue that process. There may be single service Sundays, but they will be few, 
if any, and have compelling reasons. It was noted that each time we had one service 
only, we had, on average, 30 less people than our annual average Sunday attendance! 
Too much confusion for visitors as well as members who forgot or “missed the 
memo” also were considered for going back to a more “consistent” time…
Confirmation Mentors…we are researching this for this year’s eighth graders and 
for both seventh and eighth grader’s next year! Watch and listen…Blessings! 
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Life Line Screening 
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 orner 
Kathy Cass, Lay Prayer Minister                              
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Animal Outreach of the                   642-2287             Office help needed and shelter  
Mother Lode                                                                 maintenance including care and  
                                                                                       feeding of cats. 
 
Arts Council                                    295-3496             General office work, special events, 
                                                                                       county fair exhibit help.      
 
C.A.S.A.– Court Appointed            621-6789              Adults to work as advocates for       
Special Advocates                                                        abused and neglected children.  
                                                                                       Training available by video. 
 
Cameron Park Community               677-2231             Special events and community   
Services District                              Ext. 100 or 104    service projects.                                
                                                           
Campfire Boys/Girls of                   781-3544             Team leaders. Help at Cameron 
Mother Lode                                                                 Park summer camp. 
                               
El Dorado Convalescent                  622-6842             Activities volunteers to help with 
Hospital                                                                         parties, exercise, arts & crafts, 
                                                                                       visiting. 
 
El Dorado County Ombudsman      621-6157             Advocates for elderly patients in     
                                                                                       skilled nursing facilities and 
                                                                                       residential care facilities.                 
                                                                          
El Dorado National Forest               295-5610             Interpretive service, trail 
                                                                                       maintenance, tree planting, wildlife 
                                                                                       habitat work, general office work,   
                                                                                       bird surveys, minor construction,     
                                                                                       campground hosts. 
 
Friends of the Library –Placerville  621-5540             Sort & shelve books. Help with       
                                                                                       monthly book sales, sort donations, 
                                                                                       mend books. 
 
Habitat for Humanity                       621-2111             Carpentry, labor/construction 
                                                                                       volunteers, committee members,     
                                                                                       fundraisers, help with “ReStore”      
                                                                                       (Habitat’s second hand building      
                                                                                       supply store open weekends). 
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ALL FIRST YOUTH  
(5th grade & up)  

 
 

SUBMARINE SANDWICH SALE 
 

"ALL HANDS ON DECK" 
Including Parents!  

 
                              Help Needed! 

 
Preparation Day 

 
SAT FEB 3rd  9:30 AM (couple of hours)  

To prepare food in church kitchen  
and set-up assembly line 

 
Assembly & Sale Day 

 
SUN. FEB. 4th, 7:30 A.M. (YES!)  

You can show those Togo's workers how it's done!  
 

If you have any questions, please call  
Cindy Terpe ~ 621-3252  
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Bulletin bloopers….. 
 

 Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our community. Smile at some-
one who is hard to love. Say “Hell” to 
someone who doesn’t care much about 
you. 
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Valentines Humor 
 

Q: What did the letter say to the stamp? 
A: You send me. 

Q: What did the stamp say to the envelope? 
A: I’m stuck on you. 

Q: What is the difference between a girl who is sick of her boyfriend and a sailor 
who falls overboard? 

A: One is bored over a man the other is a man overboard. 
 

Did you giggle just like in your school days at your class Valentines Party? Well, now’s 
your chance to reminisce about those good times at a party this year just for you and your 
friends at First. In fact it’s a perfect time to bring a neighbor or another friend to share in 
our warm-hearted fellowship. After all, LOVE  is what we’re all about!  
 

First Lutheran’s Valentines Party 
Saturday, February 10th 

6-10 PM 
Fireman’s Hall--501 Pleasant Valley Rd 

(behind the Fire Station) 
Diamond Springs 

 
REMEMBER���� -)�	.#/	.���	0	'1#�/	�2	")�	��3�	4  

									 								 									��(5	0	����	0	�)�")6	0	.� *�3�	�2	")�	7�3�	4  

								 									��(5	0	����	0	��	-�1�	�2	")�	+�3�	 4 
 

Come for Food, Drink, Fun, Music & Dance! 
Tickets are $10 in advance or $15 at the door.  

Purchase tickets at church on Sunday or from the office during the week. 
 

This is for all of us….married, single, young, young at heart, etc.! 
Come and treat yourself to a gala evening! 

 
And quick on the heels of Valentine’s Day comes St. Patrick’s Day! Mark your March 
calendars for a Bunko Party on Friday, March 16th at church. We had a wonderful turn 
out last year and had a great time. Don’t miss the fellowship this year! This is another 
opportunity to invite you friends and neighbors to First. More details to follow! 
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Lincoln  

 
�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G �G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G �G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�t�Œ�š�š�ˆ�Ž�Œ�š�G�•�™�–�”�G�t�Œ�”�‰�Œ�™�š�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G
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Why Lincoln Stood 
 

When it came time for the 
pastoral prayer at the 

church Abraham Lincoln 
attended, the New York 

Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, in Washington, 
D.C., the president stood 
up. Because most  of the 

worshipers remained 
seated, someone asked 
the president why he 

stood. The president re-
sponded, “When my gen-
erals come into the Oval 

Office, they stand for 
their commander-in-chief. 
Isn’t it proper then, that I 
stand for my commander-

in-chief?”  
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Women’s Defense Tactics 
 

Here is a great opportunity for women and girls 12 and up to learn self 
defense tactics.  It will be Saturday, 

February 10, 2007 Noon to 4 pm upstairs at Town Hall.  The fee is $12 
each. Call to register.  Those under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.. 

We would like to send Military boxes for 
Valentine’s Day.  If you would like to donate to these boxes, 
we need to have the items by February 4th in order to get 

them in the mail to arrive on time for Valentine’s Day. 

NEW CUBBIES 
 

New cubbies have been set up for Memorial and 
Scholarship.  If you are a member of one of these 

committees, please check from time to time for mail. 
If your group would like to have their own cubby 
we have some available  -contact the church office 
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