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A Rabbit-Tale  
By 

Pastor Mark Haas 
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  �  A RABBIT-TALE FOR NOVEMBER 2006  
 

Though the temperatures have been hovering around eighty degrees all 
October-long, I know that the season of fall will descend upon us one of 
these days. Some of the trees around us have already begun to change 
colors: those brilliant red and golden leaves, and the mornings have a 
brisk sharpness to them. What I have experienced all my life, though, 
whether growing up in Southern California or living in Northern Califor-
nia is that the fall brings fog! It will be strange “living above the fog 
line!” And yet as it snowed the first weekend we lived in Placerville last 
March, supposedly “below the snow line,” maybe another surprise awaits 
us! 
 
Memories of the fog…there were those “soupy” days when you could 
play hide-and-seek in a fog so thick that you could literally hide in the 
middle of the playground and not be found! Then there was that one very 
foggy New Year’s Eve when my grandparents were supposed to be driv-
ing behind my dad’s car following us home from Long Beach to West 
Covina when we heard a car crash behind us! We scurried out of our car 
to find the vehicle behind us was not grandpas but some unknown per-
son’s. By the time we eventually got home and called my grandparents, 
they were waiting for our call! They had been able to turn a corner we 
missed and were out of the fog almost immediately and got home 
quickly. And then there were those times when dad would drive us up to 
Crestline and Lake Gregory, around Santa’s Village, and the clouds 
would be hanging so low and close to mountainside that I was certain 
dad would drive us off a cliff at any moment or we would run into an-
other car coming from the opposite direction! I could really pray up a 
storm in those days! 
 
Dee grew up in Modesto so she was well accustomed to the familiar 
dense ground fog coming off the Tuolumne River. However, when Dee, 
Melanie and Gregory flew to Fort Wayne, Indiana to catch up with me at 
the seminary, the ground fog on the tarmac was nothing they had experi-
enced before: it was a fog, but a fog evaporating off a damp and one hun-
dred degree plus runway! We would eventually become use to the dense 
fogs of a section of Sacramento, called Natomas, where one year in the 
late 1980s a record was set for the number of days in December 
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  where the visibility remained less than a quarter mile for over twenty 
days! Fog…it has been a force in our lives and now we look forward to 
clarity, lots of clarity on those fall days ahead here in Placerville! What 
you have known and maybe take for granted, we look forward to with ex-
citement because it will be very new here “above the fog line.” 
 

Fog by definition obscures, dims, conceals or blurs vision. It can be 
caused by water vapor, dust, smoke, or chemicals. It can also be a mental 
state of vagueness or bewilderment. Satan, that wily foe of God’s people, 
consistently throws up blankets of darkness around us to hide us from the 
light of our Savior, Jesus. If he can keep us from a visual of Jesus’ cross 
and passionate death for us, he can stifle the work of the Christian in his 
or her everyday life. He attempts to “fog us in” by whatever means he 
can devise, usually called sin, death, and the power of the devil. Fortu-
nately, though, we have a stronger Lord Jesus who came among us to 
show us light, life, and immortality as only God can produce, so that 
darkness must withdraw and only Jesus be seen! It’s like the event of Je-
sus’ Transfiguration on the mountain. When the clouds covered the scene 
and the voice spoke from heaven, “This is my beloved Son with whom 
I’m well pleased. Listen to Him,” all that was left for the disciples to see 
when the clouds disappeared was Jesus…only! 
 

When the ground fog or higher up clouds are drawn away, all we should 
see is Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith! We continue to see Him 
daily in Scripture as He speaks to us through the Holy Spirit’s words of 
the Bible. There is enough there for us to read and be moved by that we 
can see Him clearly! His Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion 
are there for our further instruction, assurance and nurture. 
 

So, lean on our brother Jesus for your needs and thanksgivings. It may be 
foggy at times as to what is happening or where we are going, however, 
ultimately all the vision we need for clarity, even in the midst of a foggy 
day, is of Jesus on Calvary with His arms opened wide, motioning for us 
to come to Him as the One who will lead us beside still waters and re-
store our soul! 
 

Have a great fall! Hopefully without any fog! But, experience whatever 
arrives in the peace and joy and knowledge of Jesus who shines through 
the darkness with His marvelous light! 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
Pastor Mark Haas  
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If your anniversary or birthday is missing or incorrect please call the church 
office and let us know so we can update our files.   
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�G�G�G�G 

� Evangelism 

����� � October Leaders Retreat 
 
On October 14 we met as a group to discuss the Strategic Goals that are being proposed 
to the congregation. We spent time “fleshing out” what the goals would mean for the 
church and brainstorming ideas to help us achieve these goals. This is the “Strategy” 
part of the planning, and it will be ongoing as we try new ideas. To help you see how 
we are working through our planning process, here is the full map: 
 

The Planning Process 
 
Mission ��� �   Vision ��� �   Goals  ��� �  Strategy  ��� �  Tactical Plans 
 
These are the Goals that we’ll ask the Voters to approve in our November meeting. 
 

Strategic Planning Goals (Proposed) 
 
1. Growth 
By 2010 have 300 people a weekend in worship services 
By 2010 increase Sunday School attendance by 300% 
 
2. Community Service 
By 2007 select one project that can actively involve 30% of worshippers  
 
3. Missions 
By 2007 actively involve 5% of our worshippers with Foothill Mission Society in  
planting new churches. Ways to be involved: VBS, Youth Night, Explosive Evangelism 
By 2008 develop streaming video capability to broadcast services to people in 
 Placerville via their home computers 
By 2008 involve 10% of worshippers in an annual mission trip  
By June 2007 have 3 ongoing youth activities to encourage youth to know the Lord 
 
  4. Bible Study                                
By 2007 have at least two Sunday adult Bible Study classes 
By Easter 2008 offer weekly Bible Study on 6 nights per week and 3 days per week 
By January 2008 make World Mission or service project a part of every Bible Study 
group 
 
5. Stewardship                                 
By 2006 design a pledge card that includes time and talent as well as treasure 
Beginning in 2007 increase the number of returned pledge envelopes by 10% per year 
By 2008 establish an endowment fund  
By 2007 establish cottage meetings addressing stewardship 
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And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all ki nds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and alway s keep on pray-
ing for all the saints.                                        Ephesians 6:18 
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6. Fellowship                      
By 2007 offer a fellowship opportunity each month for every member 
By 2007 have all fellowship events be welcoming of new members and visitors 
By 2008 have 25% of weekly attendance involved in a monthly fellowship activity 
Evaluate all events for effectiveness and permanency 
 
7. CDC                                
By 2009 have the CDC curriculum accredited by National Lutheran Schools Assn. 
By 2008 create substantially improved CDC facility to serve at least 48 children weekly 
By 2008 have half of staff be FLC members 
By 2008 have 25% of CDC families be FLC members  
 
8. Organization                 
By 2007 establish formal leadership training program 
By 2007 everyone in a leadership role should be training a successor 
Evaluate all activities for effectiveness and permanency 
 
 
Many, many thanks to the conscientious people that have worked on this. Our energetic 
committee members are:   Pastor Mark, Bill Swift, Chuck Collins, Donna Kemppainen, 
Bill Squib, Phil Corson, Harold Williams, Lionel Rogers, Deanna Santana 
 
If you have any comments, additions, or edits to the goals, we invite you to call Bill Swift 
directly at 647-1880 or jot some notes and leave them in the church office or place them 
in the Evangelism mailbox. 
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In the days of the Cold War, I was able to go to East Germany, (yes, behind the wall) and 
visit every site where the great reformer, Martin Luther, had been sent by God. My study 
of Luther compelled me to conclude that he had flared forth like a streak of mighty light-
ning, and that the roaring thunder from his presence and works still reverberate strongly 
today. 
 
Intelligence, talent and charisma dwelled in Luther. He was a powerful and brilliant 
preacher, an author, a gifted theologian and a translator of the Bible from Hebrew and 
Greek into German. He was a man of fun when he gathered with his friends, kidded his 
wife Kate or played with children on his lap. 
 
He was also a prodigious hymn writer. He composed more than 40 hymns, including “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” which causes Christians to resonate with affirmation and 
hope. 
               
A further comment about my Luther excursion: At 2:00 a.m., as I slept in a hotel in Erfurt, 
I was awakened by the unnerving sound of Soviet tanks roaring on the street below. The 
tanks roar no more in eastern Germany, but Christians around the world still rejoice in the 
wit, wisdom and witness of Martin Luther, and in his many hymns that renew and sustain 
us. 
 —Dr. Charles E. Ferrell 
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You know you are Lutheran when... 
 

Donuts are a line item in the budget,  just 
like coffee.  
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 We had about 120+ at the October 1st Church Picnic! What a great turn out and what a 
great day to be outdoors and sharing in God’s wonderful creation! It was especially nice 
to see a good number of our CDC families there. Our thanks go out to: face painter: Katie 
Terpe, water balloon boys: Kris Terpe and Scott Santana, head griller: Rich Yanick, 
clown: Melanie Haas, “Pick my Pocket” skirt lady, Patty Adloph, raffle runner: Larry 
Hermone, bingo callers: Jim and Steve Cass, Primo the pony owners: Cory and  
Sharon Didion, and all the folks who helped with bounce house supervision! Look for the 
poster of picnic pictures at church. It looks like we had fun!! 
 
Next month there will be a report on the October Mission Festival at Crystal Spring 
 Gardens in Camino planned for Saturday, October 28th from 3-7 PM. This is a fund-
raiser for Foothill Mission Society. Thrivent is matching what will be raised. Very special 
thanks to the Mooneys for providing their beautiful place for the event. 
 
Apple Hill and Abel’s Apple Acres was the destination of the YAH for their October 
Lunch-out gathering. Appropriately, they considered that “the harvest is indeed plenti-
ful…” and joined in the Johnny Appleseed table prayer. November they will join the 
“game group” for a pot-luck lunch at noon on Saturday, November 11th. In December 
their Christmas Party will be held with the Mary-Martha group at church on December 
8th. A trip to a Christmas concert will also be planned. YAH is open to all Seniors for 
Christian fellowship. Watch the board by the drinking fountain for more  information. 
 
The card/game group had 12 game players at their October gathering. They meet every 
second Saturday at noon for a good time and a potluck lunch. Join them this month, along 
with YAH, on November 11th! The DeValons lead this group. 
 
Campers, too, are in full swing and have a campout November 3rd and 4th at Coloma (a 
mere 8 miles away!). The river’s low so it looks like good gold panning days. If you 
don’t plan to camp with the group, join them for dinner on Saturday night for chili and 
corn bread. A wonderful, outdoor worship fellowship will follow the meal. Come on out! 
 
Be sure to mark your December calendar for our Christmas party. It will be on Sunday, 
December 17th at 5 PM at the Swifts. Bring a hearty appetizer or a dessert to share. And 
don’t forget a wrapped White Elephant gift for the crazy gift exchange. There will be 
carol singing and a candle light devotion as well. Come and celebrate with joy, the  
Reason for the Season.  
 
And while you’re marking calendars…..did you get that ’07 one yet?? (Youth plug: the 
kids are selling them now to help defray expenses to the National Youth Gathering) So 
get that new calendar and mark down our Valentines Dinner Dance. It’s on Saturday, 
February 10th at the Fireman’s Hall in Diamond Springs. If anyone is interested in helping 
to plan this event, please contact the Fellowship Board by calling the church of-
fice. Your ideas and input are welcomed! 
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Christian Nurture News 
by 

Cindy Terpe 

  
 2007 National Youth Gathering “CHOSEN” July 28-Augu st 1, 2007 
in Orlando, FL  
 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellence of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” 1 Peter 2:9  
 
Boy, didn’t these last three years fly by?  
It’s time again for the 2007 LCMS National Youth Gathering to be held 
Orlando, FL for our teenagers (ages 15-19 by September 30, 2007)  
 
The National Youth Gathering is one of the major projects of the Youth 
Ministry Office of the LCMS.  This is an opportunity for our young people 
to boldly come together in the name of Jesus to proclaim, celebrate and 
witness their salvation through Him.  This is a life changing experience 
that every teen should have the chance to experience.  First Lutheran 
(us) supports this event by budgeting money to assist with the cost 
(airfare/hotel) for our teens that attend.  In return, these teens will be  
actively visible in our worship services and fellowship events.  They will 
also be involved in fund raising events that will help with raising the 
money necessary for this once in a lifetime experience.  
 
Currently, the teens are selling 2007 Calendar’s for $6 each.  In  
January, they will be taking orders for Sub Sandwiches that they will 
make themselves for Super Bowl Sunday.  Then, around March/April 
time, they will be selling See’s candy.  Please continue to support our 
teens so they can have this extraordinary experience.   
 
If you have any questions about this event, please contact Deanna 
Santana or Marcia Swift.   

9 12 
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