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 This October 31 festival commemorates the day when Martin Luther 
nailed 95 Theses to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany, 
criticizing the sale of indulgences which were said to forgive sins. His 
revelation that forgiveness was a free gift of God, bought with the blood 
of Jesus, sparked what would become the Protestant Reformation. 
 
On Reformation Sunday, we think about Martin Luther, we rejoice that 
God raises men and women in every era to lead movements which serve 
the kingdom of God. According to Luther, “Faith is a living, daring 
confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake 
his life on it a thousand times.”  
 
It was faith that helped Luther become such a daring and courageous 
leader. Columnist Walter Lippmann once wrote: “The final test of a 
leader is that he leaves behind him, in other men, the conviction and the 
will to carry on.” 
 
Of course, that applies to both men and women-and it certainly applied 
to Luther. 
 
God calls men and women out of the world to learn the meaning of  
commitment, love and service. God then sends those men and women 
back into the world to put their commitment, love and service to work. 
That’s how the kingdom of God is spread and how God’s church re-
mains alive and healthy. 
 
This reformation Sunday don’t forget your 
Reformation offering. We encourage you to  
join us in ‘walking the talk’ by making your 
family a part of the mission with a generous 
gift to these missions yourselves. We also 
 encourage you to remember the Lord’s 
promise to bless us as we follow Him in His 
mission of grace and life to an enslaved and 
dying world. 
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  �Dear friends in Christ: 
 
The vision for First Lutheran Church: We will love OTHERS by 
                                                              Outreach to the community 
                                                              Teaching God’s Word 
                                                              Harvest focused 
                                                              Evangelize by meeting specific needs 
                                                              Relevant worship and prayer 
                                                              Strengthened by God’s Sacraments   
 
For five months I have been attempting to provide some commentary on our 
congregation’s “Vision Statement,” which was formulated in November 2003 by 
several lay leaders of First Lutheran Church at that time. This month we move 
to the last element: “Strengthened by God’s Sacraments,” in our acrostic of 
“OTHERS.”  
 
In the Lutheran Church we have two “sacraments:” Holy Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, though Luther himself (as did his lay theologian friend: Philip  
Melancthon) lobbied at one time for “Holy Absolution” to be a Sacrament! We 
have utilized a “narrow” definition of what constitutes a “sacrament” as opposed 
to a broader definition found in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. We 
define a “sacrament” as: a sacred act (a) instituted by God, (b) in which God 
Himself has joined His Word of promise to a visible element, and (c) by which 
He offers, gives, and seals forgiveness of sins earned by Christ. The word,  
sacrament, comes to us from the Latin Bible, where it translates the Greek word 
mystery.  
 
Jesus Himself gave us the command to baptize in the “Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20):” “Go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit….” We use these 
words to remind us of our own baptism, even as we begin our worship services 
in the name of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The visible element 
of water is joined with these words to give the water “power” to offer forgiveness 
of sins, life and salvation.  
 
Jesus Himself gave us the Lord’s Supper in the night when He was betrayed, by 
giving us the commands to “eat His body” and “drink His blood,” “for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins 
(Matthew 26:28).” Luther reminds us that “for where there is forgiveness of sins 
there is also life and salvation.” One of the mysteries for which we are to be 
stewards (1 Corinthian’s 4:1) is Jesus’ giving us His body and blood, “in, with, 
and under” the bread and wine for us to eat and drink!  

A Rabbit-Tale  
By 

Pastor Mark Haas 
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�

�We Lutherans do not try to explain the Sacraments (Roman Catholicism), or 
deny His presence with them (Protestantism), but we accept “by faith through 
grace” what our Lord states in His Word. We also do not force one mode by 
which all baptisms must be conducted, nor accept “representation” of His pres-
ence in Holy Communion, nor do we mandate the amount of visible elements 
necessary for a rite to be effective, i.e. so much wine or bread or water, nor do 
we require how often the sacraments are offered. The Sacraments are God’s 
gifts to His people, the Church. We are to utilize them as gifts. He owns them, 
not us! 
 
In my ordination and installation vows, as well in the installation rites of the laity 
into church “offices,” the phrase “Word and Sacraments” are placed in high re-
spect and honor, because we believe our Lord intends to grow His kingdom on 
earth through the power He gives to His Word with the elements of water, bread 
and wine. It is the powerful Word that created the heavens and the earth, that 
became flesh in Jesus Christ, and that remains present with us in Scripture, the 
Sacraments, and the work of the Holy Spirit. These Sacraments are His gifts to 
strengthen us in the one true faith and guide us in our carrying out the Great 
Commission as we serve as “outreach agents” in our church and community.  
 
How often have you been moved by the baptism of a child or adult in one of our 
services? Are the emotions you’ve felt ones of joy as another soul is added to 
our Father’s eternal kingdom? And how about that recent trip to the altar rail, 
when tears and joy filled your moments there because you were so moved by 
the Holy Spirit to experience that special union with Christ that you were receiv-
ing in your hands and mouth? Just think about the joy you will one day see in 
the face of another believer in heaven, who is overwhelmed by our Lord’s grace 
shown to him or her, because you were an instrument of His peace and helped 
lead that person to Jesus! Maybe it was because you were deeply committed to 
“OTHERS,”  or just being there as a Christian, a Lutheran, who could not stop 
speaking about what you have seen and heard! God bless you in your service 
to Him and others! 
 
So, now we have come full-circle in our acrostic: “OTHERS.”  We started our 
review with “Outreach to the community.” The Sacraments bring us back to 
“community,” as our Lord has always intended us to gather around Him in wor-
ship, Word and Sacraments, empowered by His Spirit and Word.  
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If your anniversary or birthday is missing or incorrect please call the church 
office and let us know so we can update our files.   
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�On Saturday, October 14, 2006, here at First Lutheran Church, we will have a 
follow-up “Leadership Retreat” to compliment one conducted last February 
2006. Our Boards, Church Council, and interested others will further review and 
refine the work of our “Strategic Planning Task Force,” in light of our mission 
and vision statements. It is our prayer that you will desire to attend the Congre-
gational meeting on November 19, 2006 to even further comment and then 
adopt the work of the Strategic Planning Task Force as “our” plan to bring Christ 
to the neighborhood and nation! 
 
Please join me in praying that our Lord will bless these endeavors, which we 
have undertaken in His name, so that the “vision” we have received over the 
recent past three years will honor Him in the extension and expansion of His 
kingdom! May our Lord bless each of you as you…love OTHERS by… 
                                                              Outreach to the community 
                                                              Teaching God’s Word 
                                                              Harvest focused 
                                                              Evangelize by meeting specific needs 
                                                              Relevant worship and prayer 
                                                              Strengthened by God’s Sacraments! 
 
Yours in Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Mark Haas   
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� Evangelism 

  
FMS Mission Festival Fundraiser 

October 28 3:00 -7:00 pm 
Crystal Spring Gardens 

 
There will be two mission presentations: 
      Pastor Mark Hass~China  
      Del & Lynn Haven~ Kenya  
 
We are planning a sing-a-long with German music and maybe 
we’ll learn a few dance steps from Lionel and Clydene Rogers. 
 
· Please bring a German side dish or dessert. 
· Brats and punch will be provided 
· Beer and non alcoholic beer will be sold 
 
The freewill offering will go to Foothill Mission Society, Thrivent 
will match up to $3200!�

����� �Evangelism Notes 
 
1. The LOST & FOUND Concert on September 24 was a great success with 
91 people in attendance to hear this lively duo entertain with music and a strong 
Christian message. Thanks to everyone who supported and worked so hard to 
put on this event. We’ll be following up to try to reach those unchurched peo-
ple in the audience.  
 
2. Operation Christmas Child. This was a great success last year with over 8 
million Christmas presents shipped last year. First contributed over 60 boxes. 
The program consists of individuals filling a shoebox with small gifts that 
would appeal to either a boy or girl of a certain age. We’ll do it this year with a 
deadline of November 12. See the announcements page in this newsletter for 
details. 
 
3. The Christmas Parade will take place Sunday, December 3. We’re planning 
to have a float in the parade similar to last year’s and featuring our Choir. We’ll 
also be preparing 3,000 handouts for the people watching the parade.  
 
4. Christmas Luncheon. Carol Collins will be heading this effort. It will once 
again benefit the Pregnancy Counseling Center.  

�
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���� rayer ��� � arriors ���� orner 
Kathy Cass, Lay Prayer Minister 

Lord, help me entrust my life to You in prayer, bec ause You 
have promised to hear. Amen 

Philippians 4:4-7 
�����������	
�����
 �always. I will say it again, rejoice! 

��	 ���������	������ �be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
�����	����������� �about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

petitions, with thanksgiving, present  your requests to God. 
��
�	
�������������
 ��which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus 
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You know you are Lutheran when... 
 
.. you watch a Star Wars movie and they 
say, “May the Force be with you” and you 
respond, “And also with you.” 
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      By the time you read this, our October 1st Church Picnic will be be-
hind us. Hopefully you were in attendance and had a wonderful time with 
your church family! Thanks to all who helped with set-up, cooking, face 
painting, games and contests, raffles, bingo, and clean-up. And special 
thanks to Melanie Hass, our wonderful clown, who entertained the eager 
children…..and adults. 
     October is not closing its doors without one more great fellowship 
event. Don’t miss the “Oktoberfest” Fall Mission Festival on Saturday 
October 28, 3:00-7:00 at Crystal Spring  Gardens. Hear about recent Lu-
theran mission trips to China and Kenya. Get out your Lederhosen and 
bring a mouth-watering German style dish to share. Bratwurst will be 
served from the grills. Our free will offerings will support Foothill Mission 
Society and will be matched by Thrivent; dollar for dollar, up to $3200! 
Come support this vital ministry. We may even try to sing a German song 
or two!! Das ist gut, ja vohl?! 
     The month of November has no specific fellowship events planned. It 
might be a good opportunity for supper clubs to gather and spend some 
time in thanksgiving together. 
Then the holy season of Advent and Christmas will be upon us. There will 
again be Advent Suppers before each service on Wednesday evenings. 
We’ll be having a Chili, Italian or Mexican themed meal on Dec. 6th, 13th, 
and 20th. Watch for sign-ups. 
     We’re all looking forward to this year’s Christmas Party to be held at 
the Swifts. Don’t miss this highlight with delicious Christmas goodies, 
carol singing, the famous White Elephant Gift Exchange, and a beautiful 
candle light devotion. Date TBA. 
     Have you bought your 2007 calendar yet? Now is the time to pick out 
your favorite calendar scenes before the best are gone. And while you are 
putting all the important birthdays and anniversaries on the correct dates, 
flip to Saturday, February 10th. In big bold letters write: Valentine Dinner 
Dance!!  No more need to worry about what to do for that sweetheart of 
yours. A special night at the Fireman’s Hall in Diamond Springs is being 
planned. 

#���$
���
���"�	�%�!
"��
���

�������	
����

13 

������� ��
�
�

!��
� ���" �

8 



 

Christian Nurture News 
by 

Cindy Terpe 

  
The Scholarship Committee would like to announce the names of 
the recipients who qualified to receive this year’s award of schol-
arship funds. Mary Rosenberry, Rachel Smith, Jack Jones, and 
Kristy, Megan and Jered Houseworth. Each recipient will receive 
$450 for the current 06/07 school term.  
We wish to congratulate each student on their outstanding aca-
demic achievements and their involvement with First Lutheran or 
their local church. We look forward to hearing updates from each 
of them from time to time on how they are doing in school and in 
their Christian faith. God’s Blessings!  
~ The Scholarship Committee  
 
  
The Board of Christian Nurture wishes to thank Barbara Lapinski 
for the past several years of service as the Chairperson of the 
Scholarship committee, as a Board member, and as a volunteer at 
many of our past Vacation Bible School programs. Thank you 
Barbara for the love and dedication you gave to our church.  
  
 
Health Ministry continues with Blood Pressure checks on the 1st 
Sunday of each month in the Fireside room by Marion Quate.  
• Future Events:  
o Flu shots will be offered to the congregation, if supplies come 
in.  
o Angel Tree ~ for Pregnancy Counseling Services  
o The Blood Mobile (Bloodsource) will be here in March…open 
to the congregation and to the community 
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Attention Confirmation Class Students 
 

Due to family, vacation, and conference needs, the 
“Confirmation” class will not meet again until Thursday,  
October 19, 2006, from 4:30 –6:00 pm with Pastor Mark and 
Marcia Swift! 
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